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What is the basis for the Apstra and Nutanix partnership?

Apstra, the leader in Intent-Based Networking, entered into a partnership 
with Nutanix to integrate Apstra AOS with Nutanix Acropolis. The purpose 
of this partnership is to enable Prism to control, automate and operate any 
data center network at scale. This partnership allows Nutanix operators to 
focus on applications with the security of knowing that all of their underlying 
infrastructure, including networking, is operating correctly and at scale across  
any data center. 

Which type of customers can benefit from the joint solution?

Enterprises looking for turnkey operation of their data centers by Acropolis 
and those companies that want to abstract away complex underlying network 
infrastructure operations can greatly benefit from the joint solution.

What are the business challenges that this joint solution is solving?

Large and complex application environments experience continuous changes 
initiated by server, storage and application engineering teams.  Changes in 
compute and storage require the underlying virtual and physical networking 
to change as well.  Moreover, networking changes include the management 
of complex protocols (VXLAN/EVPN) over multi-rack networks, switches from 
multiple vendors (e.g. Cisco, Arista, Juniper, Dell, Cumulus and SONiC), and layer 
2 and layer 3 workloads which are continuously in motion or in a state of flux.  
These network changes and validations are often manual and thus error prone.

What are the benefits of the Apstra and Nutanix integration?

With the Apstra AOS and Nutanix Prism integration, the physical network no 
longer gets in the way of operators.  This allows them to focus on applications 
rather than the underlying infrastructure. Specifically, operators can rest 
assured that as they provision and manage workloads, Prism and Apstra AOS 
will automatically ensure that network services are simultaneously and correctly 
provisioned and monitored as needed.  
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Beyond the  automation of physical and virtual networking under Acropolis control, what is  
Apstra AOS helping to address?

Apstra AOS is enabling the extension of these capabilities beyond the network environments where Nutanix 
compute nodes operate. Non-virtualized (bare metal) nodes, hypervisors other than AHV and ESXi, storage 
devices and other middle-box appliances must be protected by underlying network policies. This cannot be 
managed easily when Nutanix and other network domains within the data center operate independently.   
Apstra AOS manages this heterogeneous environment by eliminating complexity and human error while 
preventing outages.

I understand Apstra is part of the Nutanix Ready Program but what does it mean?

Nutanix Ready identifies recommended applications and solutions that are trusted to enhance the Nutanix 
delivery infrastructure. All products featured in Nutanix Ready Program have completed verification testing, 
thereby providing confidence in joint solution compatibility. Apstra AOS is a trusted Nutanix solution to address 
and meet a variety of business needs and challenges.

Which Apstra AOS Revisions have been validated? 

- Apstra AOS (Apstra OS) 3.0.1-96 is validated with Nutanix AHV (AOS 5.10.5)

- Apstra Nutanix Proxy 1.0.0

- 4 is validated with Nutanix AHV (AOS 5.10.5)

Are there any customers that are currently using the integrated solution?

Yes.  There are several large enterprises that are in early trials of the integrated solution.
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